


"It doesn't take one day or one trip on the land to
learn everything about it, but the knowledge is
accumulated down through the years."
John Tetso (Dene Kede p. 132)

Both the Gwich'in and Inuvialuit in the Beaufort Delta
have long relied on their ancestral teachings from the
land to provide for their needs. Transitioning to the 21st
century, the land and cultural teachings remain
steadfast for both groups.

BDDEC has been a part of the teaching platform of
culture based education since the early 1990s. We have
seen an evolution in culture based programming and
are on the cusp of exciting and momentous work. Today
our students are part of the movement towards
Indigenizing Education. Our communities are at the
forefront of this work and their knowledge is crucial to
the continued success of students in today's world.

This newsletter represents the ways in which teaching
and learning in our district is connected and infused
with the powerful and rich knowledge of our Elders,

traditional teachings, and vibrant communities.

Mahsi Quana Quyanaq Quyanainni

VELMA ILLASIAK

(REGIONAL INDIGENCUS LANGUAGE EDUCATION CONSULTANT)



* Kwan,with-One Match: Remembering Chanie Wenjack

@ognmon of Downie-Wenjack Week in Canada, we connected our work with the
w_ene Kede in grades 7 and 8 (connecting activities to the mind, body and spirit and

dsscoverlngo%rfDeneftaIents) and focusing on the grade 9 idea “that without the land, life

is not possible” Wesare "S‘rkmg with our current cultural theme of woaod (specifically fire-

wnl,,

making as'a Dené ;sklll)and the lessons presented/suggested inthe graph;c text “The

Making fire can bevery frustrating until you've
become proficient. Students at CPNS in Tsiigehtchic
understand the 1mportance of fire and being
prepared for surv;val on the landfIn our Kwan
challenge students were given one single match,
(this was symbollc to honor Chanie Wenjak, whose
escape from: Resadentlai school in Ontario ended in
his death from exposure to'the harsh elements as
he had too few matches for his journey and needed
to conserve them). One of our students was
hesitant to strike their match as they had “bad luck”
with matches, but on this day she persevered
and learned something about herself as she was
carefdl (amidst'blowing snow) and lit the fire
successfully The confidence to know that you
possess the skills to face the elements is powerful
for our young people. Mahsi Kwan our knowledge
wnll help us survive.




SNOWSHOEING

WITH THE GRADE ONES AT CJS

With the sun finally returning to Fort McPherson, the grade 1 class at
CJS are eager to be outdoors. This week, we focused on snowshoeing.
In literacy, the grade ones are learning about asking questions using the
5 W's. Prior to a visit from their Gwich'in language instructor, Gladys
Alexie, the grade ones brainstormed questions that they had about
snowshoes. Gladys came to our class with beautiful homemade
snowshoes, and answered all of our questions. She brought two pairs,
one made by Abraham Alexie, and another made by Robert Francis. We
learned about the “babiche” and how it is made with tin (caribou skin).
We also learned about how the snowshoes (aih) are made with birch
(at'00). They can be dyed using ts'aiih {red ochre) which is found a little
past Midway at Chii Deetak, also known as Rock River. The students
learned about why snowshoes are needed, and how people had to run
after vadzaih (caribou) using aih.

After the lesson, the class spent the day at Midway. To tie in our Science
unit on Living and Non Living things, we put on our snowshoes to do a
nature walk. Here we looked for at'oo, and looked for the tracks of
snowshoe hares. Since snowshoe races have long been a traditional
game, our class decided to end the fun filled day with a race on Midway
Lake. Allin all, it was a wonderful day on the land with hands-on

experiences learning about traditional practices. s
Racing proved to be difficult!



CPNS DZAN EENJIT KHYAH DITRAHIN TSAT NITRAAZRI
(MUSKRAT TRAPPING AND HUNTING AT CPNS)

This year as part of the CPNS cultural calendar, the school included muskrat (dzan)
trapping in the month of March to honor this important tradition for the Gwich’ya
Gwich'in people. The school contracted local trapper, Fredrick Blake Jr. (Sonny) to
stake the muskrat pushups (dzan ka'n) in the late fall (November) and record the sites
by GPS. During the week of March 22-26 2021, the grade 7-9 students were ready to
head out and locate the sites to set their traps.

Students spent time in their classes prior to their trip researching and learning
about the importance of the muskrat for people of the Deita in terms of their
economic value and the delicacies of the meat and tail especially for Elders who were
raised on muskrat as a springtime food source.

Local school staff Grant Dunn and Brandon Andre accompanied Sonny Blake who
returned to work with the students to set traps at three pushups (dzan ka'n) in a site
located roughly 3 km from the school. Students spent the day setting their traps
(kyha'h) following the instructions and modeling of their guide. They carefully scooped
out the snow and slush on the south side of the pushup, secured the traps the
traditional way, and covered them up. The following day they set out to discover their
luck. The students were successful and caught ithlak dzan! (1 muskrat).

They pulled up their traps and returned to the school to process their harvest.Elder
Grace Bloke assisted the students in skinning and stretching the fur telling stories of
“ratting” long ago with her family when they were younger. SA, Jenny Andre, roasted
the delicious meat for the students to sample and the tail will be cooked to the fire in
the traditional preparation and shared at a later time.
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{ Grade one trip learning aboul trapping. skinning. then cooking locally
cuught animals.

{pon arriving al the scheol camp. the students
Jollowed Joe Aay on « walk to find a spot to
make rabbit snares. lle demaonstrated how 1o sei
them. We also learned about various animal
trachs tnin K'ih). The students were excited
when ashed to retrieve a rabbit (geh) from the

snare (gyah).

Louisa Kay then demonstrated how o

cut and prep the geh. They brought it
bach to school and created a delicious
shih cha’ (soup). Louvisa also

demonstrated how to make f'\ th ch'uh
{bannoch) for lunch.

{fter lunch. the students worked on
their measurement oulcomes in muth.
A They used non standard units to

| measure the length of the neego. To tie
in literacy. the students wrote «a
sentence to describe the length of the

various animal parts.




The students also worked on their

measurement shills by finding the mass
of the neego and geh. They used a
digital scale, as well as a spring scale.
The students did a writing lask in
which they compared the mass of the
teo animals, and wrote a sentence
about the comparison.
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(fter math. the students listened
allentively while Joe Kay taught them
how to skin a neego. During the
demonstration he taught them a lot i
aboul their communily and culture. [
Jew days later, he rejoined us to .

demonstrate how to streteh a neego.

Ty H.

ey I
|
_J,gg..-
Lpan rvlurmmg o our ('las'sroom. we

crealed a learning wall where we could
r; share our educational experiences. It
: ’*»L__, was a wonderful excursion. Muhsi to
i T g classroom parent Kirk Collin for
T ___donaling the geh and neego. lso Mahsi
2 o § "7 Cho to Joe Kay and Louisa Kay for
S R el A ..%;“3 sharing all their knowledge with us!



Art in the
Arctic

skills- inspired. by tocal talent and by +he beavty of
the local landscape. The school came togetheras a
team to plan and deliver cross cuvyicular lessons
including Art, Math, Science and Social studies in
projects that looked atthe way ice and snow refract
lightt, how ingos are formed, what Art-Hhvrough the
seasons looks like and how 4o scwh 3D animals Hhat

. are essential fo subsistence life in the Westerm Arctic. |

The students worked with local avtists in the
. community and with a sevies of videos made loy Tuk
¢ arhists living away from the community. Al of their
hard wovk was celebyated in a Wwhole schoot Ant

p. the exhibit will be released +o the public via social
E media 50 thatthe community can celebrate the
Yalents and gifts of the students.
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Tipi

|
' Construction and

| Biomass Furnaces
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(with Josh Hansen’s Grade 4/5 class)

TIPI CONSTRUCTION

During our last science unit, we were defving into Our social studies unitiin this last quarter focused
structures and forces acting on them. One of the on living in the NWT. During the unit, we discussed
culminating projects for the unit was the ideas to improve life for peaple in the NWT in the
construction of a small-personalized tipi for each future. We looked at some of the difficulties people
student. Actua was kind enough to supply us with face here and how communities can tackle these
all of the materials needed for the students to issues to Improve their futures. We tied many of
construct their lipis. these concepts back to our previous energy unit in

science. Specifically we began a study of biomass
furnaces and compared their efficiency to that of oil
——e ; furnaces.

The in-class learning experienced by students
covered many of the grade 4 and 5 science and
| social studies curriculum expectations. Students
| honed research skills using the internet and
- produced typed research reports in Word. They
g ' also presented their findings to the class. After the
|

e e

extensive work in research and reporting, | wanted
to secure the students a real world experience with
a functioning biomass furnace system. Luckily, we
. il have one right here in our hometown of Fort

T T T e oy McPherson. After inquiring with Les Blake, we

Zody.Kay. showsioff, ;"-(‘5-‘ eaul, ‘” 4 were able to setup a short field trip over to the
‘construcled and self-designed Tipr. health centre in Fort McPherson for a tour and

\ RITT PR R T - explanation of the biomass furnace being used to

T 1 T I heat the building. Students were able to see the

working parts of the biomass furnace and the
pellets that are used to provide the heat source.
The students were even lucky enough to get to
take a handful of pellets home with them to use in
their own biomass furnaces being created in class.
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Taking our
learning on the

After learning how to construct a model tipi in the
classroom, we wanted to apply the learning on the
land. We worked together to erect what | like to call
a “team tipi. Working as a group, we were able to
accomplish far more than we could alone.

'BIOMASS FURNACES

s . ]
We also wanted to take the learning about biomass
furnaces out of the classroom and put it to use.
Students brought in used tin cans from home that
we recycled into double walled rocket stoves to use
for cooking. Applying the concept learned about
biomass furnaces we wanted to decrease the
amount of fuel needed to do simple jobs like boil
water and cook food. The students spent a good
chunk of time experimenting with different size can
to create the stoves. After we determined what was
most effective the students used the stoves to cook
lunch and make lidii.

AR g e, T i
The students had a great time on the fand and
were able to see how their classroom learning can
be applied outside and in real life situations. :
DS T TRy 7 iyt : .- TR
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MAMAQTUQ
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THE BBIJKBUUK PROJECT WAS S'UBGESTEU BY JULIA GYAPAY OF THE i
UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOD. JULIA TOOK PART IN ECOLOGY NORTR'S
YOUTH ELIMATE ACTION TRAINING PROGRAM AND THROUGK TCE,
WORKED ON FOOD SECURITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE IN TUKTOYAKTUK.
THIS PROJECT WAS CREATED TO GIVE BACK TO THE COMMURITY OF
TUK, INCORPORATING TRADI{THINAL FOODS AHD LOCAL INBREDIENTS.

WITH A GRANT IN HAND FROM ECOLOGY NORTH, JULIA MET WTH
MEEKA STEEN, QUR INUVIALUIT FAMILY SUPPORY WORKER AND WITH
HIGH SCHOOL VICE PRINCIPAL MICHELE TCMASINO, T CREATE THE
IDEA OF A COOKBOOK WITH TRADIFIONAL RECIPES PREPARED BY THE
STUDENTS GF MANGILALUK SCHOOL.

EACH GRADE PICKED A TRADITIONAL RECIPE AND SELECT STUDENTS
FROM EACH CLASS PREPARED THEM AT HOME. LOCAL RECIPES FROM
THE COMMUNITY AND PHOTOS OF THE STUDENTS WERE COLLECTED
T0 CREATE “MAMAQTUQ

O e iy BT + AUIDJGIO-PTARMIGAN SOUP
- TINGMIAK-YELLOW LEG GOOSE SOUP
 BIPAK & SUVAK-PIPES AND EGGS
» PUTULIGAAG-ESKIMO DONUTS
« KIMMINGNAQ-DATMEAL CRANBERRY MUFFINS
« TUKTU-CARIBOU SOUP
- BANNOCK
«_ KIMMINGNAQ SIGNAQ-CRANBERRY JAM
 10ALUKPAK-ARCTIC CHAR CHOWDER
 TUKTUVAK-MOOSE BURGERS
« TUKTU-CARIBOU BURGERS
« AKPIK-CLOUDBERRY TRIFFLE
- MIPKU-DRY MEAT
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BDDEC Communities

Practice the Language with us!

Emglish

How are you?

Gwich’in
Inuvik Fort McPherson
Tsligehtchic Akfavik

Danch'uu?

tnuvialuktun
Hummamiutun dialect
Inirelk Akkavik

Inuvialuktun
Siglitun dialect
Tuktoysktuk Sachs Harbous
Paulatuk

Inuinnagtun
Kangiryuarmiutun dialect
Ulukhaktok

Lm fine,

ar
Neeniit déonch’'yaa?
Sheenjit gwinzjj.

Qanugitpit?

Qanugitpit?

Qanuippit / Qunuritpin?

Good Morning.

NakuuFunga

Nakuuyunga

Thank you.

Vahn gwiinzii
Mahsi / Hy' ¢ho,

Uvlaamii

Ublaak asii

Namrmaktunga
Ublami / Ublankut

See you later.

Quyanaq

Quyanainni

Good Afternoon

Chan nanh nahnilah
Drin gwiinzii

Aatnugunlu

Anakaniuu

Quana
Ublumilu / Uviatiagul

What are you doing?

Uvlumii

Ubluk asii

Danidi’ii?

Huligivit 7

Sumavit?

Ublkkut
Hulivip / Hulivit 2,




